4 \\/\Q\///\

Glossary blnspection Terms ¥ry
s

Five Star

Five Star Property Inspections

All terms are listed in alphabetical oated Indexed.

Searchindexedermsby d Clickng ontheblue underlinetetterto jump to thetarting letter

A

A/C:An abbreviation for air conditioner or air conditioning.

A/C CircuitAlternating Current. The flow of current through a condumterdirstction, then in reverse. It is used
exclusively in residential and commercial wiring because it provides greater flexibility in voltage set#ction and
equipment design.

A/C CondenseThe outside fan unit of the air conditioteny sysemoves the heat from the Freon gas and turns tt
gas back into a liquid and pumps the liquid back to the coil in the furnace.

A/C Disconnecthe main electrical-ONF switch near the A/C condenser.

ABS:(Acrylonitrile butadiene styrene) Rigiglastic pipe used only for drain lines.

Absolute HumidityAmount of moisture in the air, indicated in grains per cubic foot
AcceleratorAny material added to stucco, plaster or mortar which speeds up the natural set.

Access PaneRAn opening in thalkhor ceiling near the fixture that allows access for servicing the plumbing/electr
system.

AccessibleCan be approached or entered by the inspector safely, without difficulty, fear or danger.
Acre:43,560 square feet.

Acrylic:A glassy thermoplastiaterial that is vacdarmed to cast and mold shapes that form the surface of fiberg
bathtubs, whirlpools, shower bases, and shower stalls.

ActivateTo turn on, supply power, or enable systems, equipment, or devices to become actig@rigy normal ope
controls. Examples include turning on the gas or water supply valves to the fixtures and appliances and activ.
breakers or fuses.

Actual Dimension (LumbéeFhe exact measurement of lumber after it has been cut, dried and milled.
Adagor: A fitting that unites different types of pipe together, e.g. ABS to cast iron pipe.
AdhesionThe property of a coating or sealant to bond to the surface to which it is applied.
Adhesive Failurd:oss of bond of a coating or sealant from théoswtiedeit is applied.

Adversely AffecConstitute, or potentially constitute, a negative or destructive impact.
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AeratorAn apparatus that mixes air into flowing water. It is screwed onto the end of a faucet spout to help rec
splashing.

AggregateCrushed stone, slag or waten gravel that comes in a wide range of sizes which is used teugurface k
roofs.

Air ChamberA vertical, ditled pipe that prevents water hammer by absorbing pressure when water is shut off ¢
or valve.

AirDuct:Ducts, usually made of sheet metal, that carry cooled or heated air to all rooms.

Air Filters:Adhesive filters made of metal or various fibers that are coated with an adhesive liquid to which par
and dust adhere. These filters valleers much as 90% of the dirt if they do not become clogged. The more con
filters are of the throwaway or disposable type.

Air InfiltrationThe amount of air leaking in and out of a building through cracks in walls, windows and doors.
Air SpaceThe aea between insulation facing and interior of exterior wall coverings. Normally a 1" air gap.

Air-Dried Lumbet:umber that has been piled in yards or sheds for any length of time. For the United States as
the minimum moisture content of thpmiughied lumber is 12 to 15 percent and the average is somewhat highel
South, air dried lumber may be no lower than 19 percent.

Airway:A space between roof insulation and roof boards provided for movement of air.

Alarm Systemiarning devigasstalled or fretanding, including but not limited to: carbon monoxide detectors, fl
gas and other spillage detectors, security equipment, ejector pumps and smoke alarms.

Algae:Microorganisms that may grow to colonies in damp environmgrusttaioludaitops. They can discolor
shingles. Often described as "fungus.”

AlligatoringA condition of paint or aged asphalt brought about by the loss of volatile oils and the oxidation cat
radiation. Causes a coarse checking patterarcteatdmt a slipping of the new paint coating over the old coating ti
extent that the old coating can be seen through the fissures. "Alligatoring” produces a pattern of cracks resen
alligator hide and is ultimately the result of thediraited tlpaint or asphalt to thermal expansion or contraction.

Allowable SparThe distance between two supporting points for load bearing lumber such as joists, rafters or

Allowance(s)A sum of money set aside in the construction ceot@nasifbrch have not been selected and specifie:
in the construction contract. Best kept to a minimum number and used for items whose choice will not impact
of the construction. For example, selection of tile because flooring nadte neafives feeaming or underlayment
material. (Also, money that your parents give you as a child.)

Aluminum WiréA conductor made of aluminum for carrying electricity. Aluminum is generally limited to the larg
sizes. Due to its lower condudluityinum wire smaller than No. 12 is not made. Aluminum is lighter and less ex
than copper, but does not conduct as well. It also breaks easily.

AmortizationA payment plan by which a loan is reduced through monthly payments of pestipal and inter

AmpacityRefers to the how much current a wire can safely carry. For example, a 12 gauge electrical copper:
safely carry up to 20 amps.

AmperageThe rate of flow of electricity througimeasured in terms of amperes.



Amps (AMPERESSherate at which electricity flows through a conductor.

Anchor Boltsln residential construction, bolts used to secure a wooden sill plate to a concrete or masonry floc
commercial construction, bolts which fasten columns, girders oersthecorerdie or masonry such as bolts used
to anchor sills to masonry foundation.

Angle IronA piece of iron that forms a right angle and is used to span openings and support masonry at the o
brick veneer, they are used to secure tha¢oémeérundation. Also known as shelf angle.

Angle StopA shutoff valve in which the inlet connects to the water supply pipe in the wall and the outlet angle
upward toward the faucet or toilet.

Annealingln the manufacturing of float ¢fesprocess of controlled cooling done in a Lahr to prevent residual sti
in the glass. Renealing is the process of removing objectionable stresses ihepdisg) by eesuitable temperature
followed by controlled cooling.

Annual Percentage g APR)Annual cost of credit over the life of a loan, including interest, service charges, p«
loan fees, mortgage insurance, and other items.

AntiScald:A valve that restricts water flow to help prevent burn injuries. See Pressure Rathfi¢ciagndéesitatic
Valve. In some areas, plumbing codes regateddandilves. Speak to a professional in your area for more informe
and help with code requirements.

AntiSiphon:A device that prevents waste water from being drawn back me® augplgdsibly contaminating the
water supply.

AntirWalk BlocksElastomeric blocks that limit lateral glass movement in the glazing channel which may result
thermal, seismic, wind load effects, building movement, and other forces that may apply.

AntiquatedNo longer in use, useful or functioning, as in most home inspection associations. Obsolete.

APA PlywoodAPA=American Plywood Association) Plywood that has been rated by the American Plywood A
For example, number one APA rateor gpty@vbod contains no voids between laminate layers.

AperatureThe opening in pipes.

ApplianceA household device operated by use of electricity or gas. Not included in this definition are compon
under central heating, central coolingnoinglu

AppraisalAn expert valuation of property.

ApproachThe area between the sidewalk and the street that leads to a driveway or the transition from the str
approach a driveway.

Apron:A trim board that is installed beneath a window sill.
Arbitration ServiceA service to resolve complaints, as in NACHI's Arbitration Service.
Architect:A tradesman who designs and produces plans for buildings, often overseeing the building process.

Architects Rule (Rulefjhree sided ruler with differatgsson each side. Also referred to as a "scale."



Architectural Servic&ny practice involving the art and science of building design for construction of any struct
grouping of structures and the use of space within and surrounding ththetdegigesdasign development,
preparation of construction contract documents, and administration of the construction contract

Area WellsCorrugated metal or concrete barrier walls installed around a basement window to hold back the e
AreawayAn @en subsurface space adjacent to a building used to admit light/air or as a means of access to a

AsbestosA common form of magnesium silicate which was used in various construction products due to its s
resistance to fire. Asbestpesure (caused by inhaling loose asbestos fibers) is associated with various forms ¢
disease. The name given to certain inorganic minerals when they occur in fibrous-fesistdipitgheiiteemely
fine fibers are easily inhaled, angue&o them over a period of years has been linked to cancers of the lung or
cavity lining and to asbestosis a severe lung impairment. A naturally occurring mineral fiber sometimes found
homes. It is hazardous to your health when #ypmsgsikilof exposure to inhalable fibers. Homeowners should be
for friable (readily crumbled, brittle) asbestos and always seek professional advice in dealing with it.

Asphalt:A dark brown to black highly viscous hydrocarbon produced fuentetthaftesithe distillation of petroleum.
Asphalt is used on roofs and highways as a waterproofing agent.

Asphalt Plastic Cemertn asphaliased cement used to bond roofing materials.

AssessmentA tax levied on a property, or a value placedooth thieanproperty.

Associate Membehn indentured servant. Beginning level of inspection association membership. Slave. See C
Astragal’A molding which is attached to one of a pair of swinging doors against which the other door strikes.
Attic Access:An opening that is placed in thveatlad ceiling of a home providing access to the attic.

Attic Ventilatorsn houses, screened openings provided to ventilate an attic space. They are located in the so
inlet ventilators and in thdegand or along the ridge as outlet ventilators. They can also corBistof fpower
used as an exhaust system.

Auger:In carpentry, a wdmmting tool used by a carpenter to bore holes.
Awning WindowA window with hinges at the top allowopgeit tit and up.
B

Back NailingThe praate of nailing roofing felts to the deck under the overlap, in addition to hot mopping, to pre
slippage of felts.

Backer Rodn glazing, a polyethylene or polyurethane foam material installed under compression and used tc
sealant joint deppinpvide a surface for sealant tooling, serve as a bond breaker to-pidee @tdihesen, and
provide an heglass contour of the finished bead.

Backfill:The slope of the ground adjacent to the house. In any previously excavated d@aeamseni thfe rep
excavated earth into a trench around and against a basement foundation. In carpentry, the process of fasteni
two pieces of board by gluing blocks of wood in the interior angle.



BackflowMovement of water (or other liquid) ireatigrdather than that intended.
Backflow Preventef device or means to prevent backflow into the potable water supply.
BackhandA simple molding sometimes used around the outer edge of plain rectangular casing as a decorati\

BackhoeSelfpovered excavation equipment that digs by pulling a boom mounted bucket towards itself. It is uc
basements and/or footings and to install drainage or sewer systems.

BackoutWork the framing contractor does after the mechanical subcontrgddtusfiteatectrical) finish their
phase of work at the rough (before insulation) stage to get the home ready for a municipal frame inspection. ¢
framing contractor repairs anything disturbed by others and completes all framiragaecessgnyR@ame
Inspection.

BacksplashA raised integral portion of a wall mount sink or lavatory located at the rear to protect the wall.
Balancing DampeBaffle or plate used to control the volume of flowing air in a confined area.

Balloon Framindn carpentry, the lightest and most economical form of construction in which the studding and
plates are set up in continuous lengths from the first floor line or sill to the roof plate to which adirfexbr joists ar

BalustersUsually smadértical members in a railing used between a top rail and the stair treads or a bottom rai

BalustradeA railing made up of balusters, top rail, and sometimes bottom rail, used on the edge of stairs, teal
porches.

Barge:Horizontal beam eathat supports shorter rafters.

Barge BoardA decorative board covering the projecting rafter (fly rafter) of the gable end. At the cornice, this |
facie board.

Barometertnstrument for measuring atmospheric pressure.
Barrel RoofA roof degh which in a cross section is arched.

Base Flashingfhe upturned edge of a watertight membrane formed at a roof termination point by the extensic
felts vertically over the cant strip and up the wall for a varying distance where thitly arecbecucatfasteners.

Base Moldingvlolding used to trim the upper edge of interior baseboard.

Base PlyAn aspha#taturated and/or coated felt installed as the first ply with 4 inch dapsdonfasipsiiétm under
the following felts which eaindialled in a shiddte fashion.

Base ShoeMolding used next to the floor on interior base board. Sometimes called a carpet strip.

BaseboardUsually wood or vinyl installed around the perimeter of a room to cover the space where the wall a
meet. A board placed against the wall around a room next to the floor to properly finish between the floor anc

Baseboard Heak heating system with the heating unit located along the perimeter of the wall where the basel
normally blecated. It can be either an electric or hot water system.

Basement Window Inseriie window frame and glass unit that is installed in the window buck.



Basket StraineBasket shaped strainer with holes allowing water to drain while catchengdtidd. canhalso be
closed to fill the sink with water.

Batt InsulationStrips of insulation, usually fiberglass, that fit between studs or other framing.
Batten:Narrow strips of wood used to cover joints or as decorative vertical membes evide filpamtsd
Batten PlateA formed piece of metal designed to cover the joint between two lengths of metal edge.

Batter BoardOne of a pair of horizontal boards nailed to posts set at the corners of an excavation, used to ind
desired levellso used as a fastening for stretched strings to indicate outlines of foundation walls.

Batter BoardsTemporary structures that hold strings used to locate and square the corners of a building.
Bay WindowAny window space projecting outward frors thieawalilding, either square or polygonal in plan.

Bead:In glazing, an applied sealant in a joint irrespective of the method of application, such as caulking bead.
bead, etc. Also a molding or stop used to hold glass or panels in position.

Beam A supporting member either of wood or steel. Structural support member (steel, concrete, lumber) tran:
supporting a load that transfers weight from one location to another.

Bearing Headefa) A beam placed perpendicular to joists and tete/hichnailed in framing for a chimney, stairwa
or other opening. (b) A wood lintel. (c) The horizontal structural member over an opening (for example over a
window).

Bearing PartitiorA partition that supports any vertical load in aislitom tweight.

Bearing PointA point where a bearing or structural weight is concentrated and transferred to the foundation.
Bearing WallA wall that supports any vertical load in addition to its own weight.

Bed MoldingA molding in an angle, as battieeover hanging cornice or eaves of a building and the side walls.

Bed or Beddingn glazing, the bead compound or sealant applied between a light of glass or panel and the stz
stop or sight bar of the sash or frame. It is usually theficstryeadnd or sealant to be applied when setting glass
panels.

BedrockA subsurface layer of earth that is suitable to support a structure.

Bell Reduceln plumbing, a fitting shaped like a bell which has one opening of a smaller diadnetethessii¢o re
of the pipe in the line, and the opposite opening of larger diameter.

Below Graderhe portion of a building that is below ground level.
Bent GlassFlat glass that has been shaped while hot into curved shapes.
Bevel:The angle of the frashge of a door usually from 1/8" to 2."

Bevel Siding (or Lap Sidingjedgeshaped boards used as horizontal siding in a lapped pattern. This siding vari
butt thickness from %2 to % inch and in widths up to 12 inches. Normally used overatbimg.type of she

Bid: A formal offer by a contractor, in accordance with specifications for a project, to do all or a phase of the w
certain price in accordance with the terms and conditions stated in the offer.



Bid BondA bond issued by a surety on lbélatontractor that provides assurance to the recipient of the contrac
bid that, if the bid is accepted, the contractor will execute a contract and provide a performance bond. Under
surety is obligated to pay the recipient ofttbalifidrence between the contractor's bid and the bid of the next lov
responsible bidder if the bid is accepted and the contractor fails to execute a contract or to provide a perform.

Bid Documentdrawings, details, and specificationmafticalar project.

Bid SecurityFunds or a bid bond submitted with a bid as a guarantee to the recipient of the bid that the contre
awarded the contract, will execute the contract in accordance with the bidding requirements of ttige. contract d

Bid ShoppingA practice by which contractors, both before and after their bids are submitted, attempt to obtair
potential subcontractors and material suppliers that are lower than the contractors' original estimategen whic
based, or after a contract is awarded, seek to induce subcontractors to reduce the subcontract price included

Bidding RequirementEhe procedures and conditions for the submission of bids. The requirements are include
documents, suchthe notice to bidders, advertisements for bids, instructions to bidders, invitations to bid, and
forms.

Bifold DoorDoors that are hinged in the middle to allow them to open in a smaller area than standard swing d
used for closet dso

Binder:A receipt for a deposit to secure the right to purchase a home at an agreed terms by a buyer and selle
Bipass DoorsDoors that slide by each other. Commonly used as closet doors.

Bird'sMouth CutA cutout in a rafter where it crossep thlateoof the wall providing a bearing surface for nailing. A
called a heel cut.

Bite: The dimension by which the framing system overlaps the edge of the glazing infill.

Bitumen:Any of various mixtures of hydrocarbons occurring naturally fmooltaiteddistillation of coal or
petroleum. (See Coat Tar Pitch and Asphalt).

BlanketsFibetglass or roekool insulation that comes in long rolls 15 or 23 inches wide.
BleedingThe migration of a liquid to the surface of a component or inljefeTb raatarial.

Blind NailingNailing in such a way that the nail heads are not visible on the fadaustitiily wbthe tongue of
matched boards.

Blind StopA rectangular molding, usually 38/Byiriches or more in width, used in the assambhdow frame.
Serves as a stop for storm and screen or combination windows and to resist air infiltration.

Blister:An enclosed raised spot evident on the surface of a building. They are mainly caused by the expansio
air, water vapor, nhais or other gases.

Block OutTo install a box or barrier within a foundation wall to prevent the concrete from entering an area. Fc
foundation walls are sometimes "blocked" in order for mechanical pipes to pass through thrawladphacenstall a
door, or to depress the concrete at a garage door location.

Blocked (Door Blocking)ood shims used between the door frame and the vertical structural wall framing mer

Blocked (Raftersghort 2x4s used to keep rafters from twistimgjaied at the ends and atpad.



Blocking:In carpentry, the process of fastening together two pieces of board by gluing blocks of wood in the ir

Blow Insulationiber insulation in loose form used to insulate attics and exis&ng fveatieny members are not
exposed.

Blue PrintsArchitectural plans for a building or construction project, which likely include floor plans, footing an
plans, elevations, plot plans, and various schedules and or details.

Blue StainA bluik or grayish discoloration of the sapwood caused the growth of certain mold like fungi on the
in the interior of a piece, made possible by the same conditions that favor the growth of other fungi.

Blue StakeAlso Utility Notification. Wheilitg company (telephone, gas, electric, cable TV, sewer and water, etc
comes to the job site and locates and spray paints the ground and/or installs small flags to show where their :
located underground.

Board and Batterk method of sidingvimch the joints between vertically placed boards or plywood are covered |
narrow strips of wood.

Board FootThe volume of a piece of wood measuring 12 inches square and in inch thick. A piece of lumber 1
6 inches wide and 24 inches lengasto one board foot.

Boards:Yard lumber less than 2 inches thick and 2 or more inches wide.

Bodied Linseed Ollinseed oil that has been thickened in viscosity by suitable processing with heat or chemic:
oils are obtainable in a great mmggcosity from a little greater than that of raw oil to just short of a jellied condit

Boiled Linseed Oilinseed oil in which enough lead, manganese or cobalt salts have been incorporated to ma
harden more rapidly when spread imatingso

Bolster:A short horizontal timber or steel beam on top of a column to support and decrease the span of beam
Bond Breake substance or a tape applied between two adjoining materials to prevent adhesion between th

Bond or BondingdAn amount of money (usually $5100000) which must be on deposit with a governmental agen
order to secure a contractor's license. The bond may be used to pay for the unpaid bills or disputed work of t
Not to be confused with anpeafice bond. They are an insurance policy which guarantees proper completion of
project. Such bonds are rarely used in residential construction.

Bond Plasterin addition to gypsum, bond plaster cod#inisr2 by weight and chemical additivesyptaeh the
bond with dense gaorous surfaces such as concrete. It is used as a base coat.

Bonding Strip (ElectricaP:thin strip of metal inside armored or BX cable. This strip is meant to back up the pri
ground.

Boom:A truck used to hoist heaaterial up and into place, to put trusses on a home or to set a heavy beam intc
Boston RidgeA method of applying asphalt or wood shingles at the ridge or at the hips of a roof as a finish.
Bottom ChordThe lower or bottom horizontal memiberssf a

Bottom PlateThe 2x4s or 6s that lay on the subfloor upon which the vertical studs are installed. Also called th

Bow:A curve, bend, warping or other deviation from flatness in glass or wood.



Box CorniceA cornice completely clostdtimn work.

Brace:An inclined piece of framing lumber applied to wall or floor to stifled the structure. Often used on walls
bracing until framing has been completed.

Bracing:Ties and rods used for supporting and strengthening sasfcaudypitding used for lateral stability for
columns and beams.

Brake MetaSheet metal that has been bent to the desired configuration.

Branch Circuit (Electrical)liring that runs from a service panepanglito outlets. Branch circuits aretpdadby
fuses or breakers at the panel.

Breaker BoxA metal box that contains circuit breakers or fuses that control the electrical current in a home.

Breaker PaneThe electrical box that distributes electric power entering the home to eattt{daengiugrand
switch) and composed of circuit breakers.

Breeze Wa roofed, opaided passageway connecting two structures, such as a house and a garage.
Brick LedgePart of the foundation wall where brick (veneer) will rest.

Brick LintelThe metl angle iron that brick rests on, especially above a window, door, or other opening.
Brick MoldTrim used around an exterior door jamb onto which siding butts.

Brick TieA small, corrugated metal strip-@™@ig) nailed to wall sheeting orBtegsare inserted into the grout
mortar joint of the veneer brick, and hold the veneer wall to the sheeted wall behind it.

Brick VeneelA facing of brick laid against and fastened to the sheathing of a frame wall or tile wall constructio

Bridging:Smallvood or metal members that are inserted in a diagonal position between the floor joists at mids
as both tension and compression members for the purpose of bracing the joists a spreading the action of loax

Broker:One that acts as an agemthars, as in negotiating contracts, purchases, or sales in return for a fee or
commission.

BrowncoatThe coat of plaster directly beneath the finish coatoht thioek, the brown is the second coat.

BTU:A measure of the capacity of a heatiojray sgstem. Abbreviation of British Thermal Unit. The amount of h
energy required to raise the temperature of one pound of water through a change of one degree Fahrenheit.

Bubbling:n glazing, open or closed pockets in a sealant caused bydelsase ppexpansion of gasses.
Buck:Often used in reference to rough frame opening members. Door bucks used in reference to metal door
Buckling:The bending of a building material as a result of wear and tear or contact with a sulatnce such as \

Builder's Risk Insurancktsurance coverage on a construction project during construction, including extended
that may be added for the contract for the customer's protections.

Building BrickBrick for building purposes not especiaty fvsegexture or color, formerly called "common brick." It
stronger than face brick.



Building CodeMinimum local or state regulations established to protect health and safety. They apply to buildi
construction, rehabilitation, repainatsatscupancy and use. Community ordinances governing the manner in w
home may be constructed or modified.

Building PaperA general term for papers, felts and similar sheet materials used in buildings without reference
properties or us&€enerally comes in long rolls.

Building PermitVritten authorization from the city, county or other governing regulatory body giving permissio
construct or renovate a building. A building permit is specific to the building project deszatiwed in the ap

BuiltUp Beam (or GirdeBeam (or girder) created by sistering or "scabbing" two or more pieces of lumber toge

BuiltUp RoofA roofing composed of three to five layers of asphalt felt laminated with coal tar, pitch, o asphal
finished with crushed slag or gravel. Generally used o#pilehed lmwofs.

Bull Nose (DrywalRRounded drywall corners.

Bullfloat:A tool used to finish and flatten a slab. After screeding, the first stage in the final finish cf€ancrete, s
levels hills and voids left after screeding. Sometimes substituted for darbying. A large flat or tool usually of wc
or magnesium with a handle.

Bundle:A package of shingles. There are 3, 4 or 5 bundles per square.

Bushing:A pipe fittinfor joining pipes with different diameters. A bushing is threaded on the inside and outside
Butt GlazingThe installation of glass products where the vertical glass edges are without structural supporting
Butt JointThe junction where theésenf two timbers or other members meet in-aLgqoizute

Butterfly RoofA roof assembly, which pitches sharply from either side toward the center.

Buttering:n glazing, application of sealant or compound to the flat surface of some mexittzpthizefioeenbler in
position, such as the buttering of a removable stop before fastening the stop in place.

Butyl: Type of necuring and nakinning sealant made from butylene. Usually used for internal applications.
Buy DownA subsidy (usually paid byilder or developer) to reduce monthly payments on a mortgage.

BX CableArmored electrical cable wrapped in galvanized steel outer covering. A factory assembly of insulate
inside a flexible metallic covering. It can be run anywhehnerexerpbsed to excessive moisture. It should not be |
below grade. It must always be grounded and uses its armor as an equipment ground. It is difficult to pull out
insert new ones.

C

CaissonA 10" or 12" diameter hole drilled into the earth and embedded int feetrd¢lsBuctural support for a
type of foundation wall, porch, patio, monopost, or other structure. Two or more "sticks" of reinforcing bars (re
inserted into and run the full length of the hole and concrete is poured into the caisson hole.

Calcium Claride:A chemical used to speed up curing of concrete in damp conditions.



CalibrateTo check, adjust, or determine by comparison with a standard (the graduations of a quantitative me:
instrument): calibrate a thermometer.

CalibrationThe act or gress of calibrating or the state of being calibrated.

CamberA slightly arched surface, as of a road, a ship's deck, an airfoil, or a snow ski.

Camber ArchAn arch whose intrados, though apparently straight, has a slightly concave curve upward.
Camber Bam:A beam whose under side has a concave curve upward.

Camber Window&asement windows with a curved top.

CandidateAn indentured servant. Beginning level of inspection association membership. Slave. See Associat
CanopyAn overhanging roof.

Cant Strip:A beveled support used at the junction of a flat surface and a vertical surface to prevent bends and
of the roofing membrane at the intersection of the roof deck and wall. Used with a base flashing to minimize |
roofindelts.

CantileverA projecting beam or other structure supported only at one end. Any part of a structure that project:
main support and is balanced on it.

Cantilevered Voitfoundation void material used in unusually expansive soilltosdiidns. "trapezoid” shaped
and has vertical sides of 6" and 4" respectively.

Cap:The upper member of a column, pilaster, door cornice, molding, and the like.

Cap Flashingfhe portion of the flashing attached to a vertical surface to pr@ranhigeating behind the base
flashing.

Cap SheetA top layer in buift roofing.

Cap Sheetdn roofing, one to four plies of felt bondedaradedpvith bitumen that is laid over an existing roof as &
treatment for defective roofs.

Cape Chiselfod used to clean out mortar joints on brick.
CapitalThe principal part of a loan, i.e. the original amount borrowed.

Capital and Interesk repayment loan and the most conventional form of home loan. The borrower pays an arr
month to cover thecaimt borrowed (capital or principal) plus the interest charged on capital.

Capped Ratdhe mortgage interest rate will not exceed a specified value during a certain period of time, but it
fluctuate up and down below that level.

Carbon Monoxid€O. Acolorless, odorless, highly poisonous gas formed by the incomplete combustion of carf

Casement Frames and Sdstames of wood or metal enclosing part or all of the sash, which may be opened by
of hinges affixed to the vertical edges.

Casement Wdow:A sidehinged window that opens on hinges secured to the side of the window frame.

CasingMolding of various widths and thicknesses used to trim door and window openings at the jambs.



Cast IronHeavy metal formed by casting on molds. The metadisvith a porcelain enamel coating to make fixtur
such as the cast iron tubs.

Castlron Pipe (Plumbind)rain and vent lines. Most oldemdrste venting systems are made-obogsipes. Now
increasingly supplanted by ABS and PVC. Pipegimahe joined with molten lead, but most plumbers now join th:
with néhub couplers.

Cat's PawA variation of a pry bar used to pry up deep set (counter sunk) nails.
Catch BasinA drain for a low or wet spot, with pipe exiting the side dedomipdratto collect sediment.

Caulk:The application of sealant to a joint, crack or crevice. A compound used for sealing that has minimum j
movement capability; sometimes called low performance sealant.

CaulkingMaterial used to seal exterior @adkspenings such as windows or foundations.

CCA (Chromated Copper Arsendtglesticide that is forced into wood under high pressure to protect it from terr
other wood boring insects, and decay caused by fungus.

Ceiling JoistOne of a series ofgdkel framing members used to support ceiling loads and supported in turn by le
beams, girders or bearing walls. Also called roof joists.

Cells (MasonryThe hollow spaces in concrete blocks.

Cellulose Insulatioiroundip newspaper that is treaiéda fire retardant.

Ce | o tBdagk fiifaus board that is used as exterior sheething.

CementThe gray powder that is the "glue" in concrete. Portland cement. Also, any adhesive.

Cement MixtureRich- 1 part cement, 2 parts sand, 3 parts coargataggised for concrete roads and waterproof
structures. Standafdpart cement, 2 parts sand, 4 parts coarse aggregate. Used for reinforced work floors, roc
columns, arches, tanks, sewers, conduits, etc: Mpditicement, 2 1/2 parts sandisscparse aggregate. Used

for foundations, walls, abutments, piers, et@. paamement, 3 parts sand, 6 parts coarse aggregate. Used for al
mass concrete work, large foundations, backing for stone masonry, etc. Mixtures are alwagalisted Cement tc
Aggregate.

CentersetA style of faucet that is installed on a lavatory with@eetetefaucet holes and that has the spout and
handle(s) combined into a single part.

Ceramic Disk ValvA:type of valve that relies opawaevolvingstls in a sealed cylinder. Each disk has a port in it
that, when aligned with the other, will allow water to pass through.

Ceramic TileA marmmade or machinmeade clay tile used to finish a floor or wall. Generally used in bathtub and sl
enclosures dron counter tops.

Certificate of Occupand:document stating that a building is approved for occupancy. The Building Authority i
Certificate of Occupancy.

CertifiedHaving a formal document testifying to qualification or completieants.requirem
CFM (Cubic Feet per Minuwgdasure of volume of air. When testing systems, find the CFM by multiplying the f:

velocity (amount of air passing through the face of an outlet or return) times the free area (the total iarea of th.
the oudt or inlet through which air can pass) in square feet.



Chair RailA molding that runs horizontally along the wall at about 3 feet from the ground. In storefront, window
curtain wall systems, a chair rail is an aluminum extrusion appligddtreorgide of the system 3 feet from the
floor to create a barrier intibammiling glazing applications.

Chalk LineA line made on the roof by snapping a taut string or cord dusted with chalk. Used for alignment put

Change OrdeA wrigtn document which modifies the plans and specifications and/or the price of the Construct
Contract.

Channel Glazin@he installation of glass productsshtap®d glazing channels. The channels may have fixed stoy
however, at least one glazingostope edge must be removable.

ChapterA local group of members of a larger association, as in a local NACHI Chapter. A local branch.

ChaseA framed enclosed space around a flue pipe or a channel in a wall or through a ceiling for something ti
pass through.

CheckingFissures that appear with age in many exterior paint coatings. At first superficial, but in time may pe
entirely through the coating. It produces a pattern of surface cracks running in irregular lines. Wpearfotind in 1
an asphalt builp roof, checking is the preliminary stage of alligatoring.

CheckrailsMeeting rails sufficiently thicker than a window to fill the opening between the top and bottom sash
parting stop in the frame of dbubtpwindes. They are usually beveled.

Chemical Injection Groutingeak repair technique usually used below grade in cracks and joints in concrete wa
floors that involves the injection of sealant (usually urethane) that reacts with water to form a seal.

Chnk: To install fiberglass insulation around all exterior door and window frames, wall corners, and small gap
exterior wall.

Chip BoardA manufactured wood panel made c@'ofd8d chips and glue. Often used as a substitute for plywo
theexterior wall and roof sheathing. Also called OSB (Oriented Strand Board) or Wafer Board.

Circuit:A network of wiring that typically commences at a panel box, feeds electricity to outlets and ultimately
panel box.

Circuit BreakeA proteote device which automatically opens an electrical circuit when it is overloaded.
Cistern:Reservoir for water. Common in houses built prior to the fifties in the Midwest.

Class "A" Fire ResistancEhe highest firesistance rating for roofing per A3081 EBdicates that roofing is able to
withstand severe exposure to fire originating from sources outside the building.

Class "B" Fire Resistandéreresistance rating that indicates roofing material is able to withstand moderate exp
fire origeting from sources outside the building.

Class "C" Fire Resistandéreresistance rating that indicates roofing material is able to withstand light exposure
originating from sources outside the building.

Class B DoowA fire resistant rating igddby the Underwriters Laboratories Classification for a door having a 1 to
hour rating.

CleanoutA plug in a trap or drain pipe that provides access for the purpose of clearing an obstruction.



Cleanout (Plumbing): drain fitting, usually a wyetee, with a removable plug to permit inspection and access fo
auger or snake.

Cleat:A wedgshaped piece (usually of metal) which serves as a support or check. A strip fastened across sor
give strength or hold something in position.

ClipTies:Sharp cut metal wires that protrude out of a concrete foundation wall that at one time held the found
panels in place.

Closed Cut Vallex method of valley treatment in which shingles from one side of the valley extend across the
while shingles from the other side are trimmed 2 inches from the valley centerline. The valley flashing is not e

Closet AugerA flexible rod with a curved end used to access the tiletp launtd remove clogs.
Closet BendA curved fittitigat connects the closet flange to the toilet drain.

Closet BoltsBolt whose head is fitted to a closet flange and protrudes up through a toilet base. A nut is tighter
on the toilet base. Two (or four) bolts serve one toilet.

Closet FlangéAnanchoring ring secured to the floor. The base of the toilet is secured to this ring with bolts.
CO:An abbreviation for "Certificate of Occupancy.”

Coal TarA viscous liquid mixture of hydrocarbon compounds, derived, along with coke, frodidtikatlestafctive
coal.

Coal Tar PitclA bituminous material, which ip@dyct from the coking of coal. It is used as the waterproofing
material for tar and gravelupibofing.

Code of Ethic€£thical standards of conduct for home inspectors.
Cotesive Failurdnternal splitting of a compound resulting fretnessiag of the compound.
Cold Air Returnthe ductwork (and related grills) that carries room air back to the-heatieg. for re

Cold AppliedProducts that can be applied witkatdirtgh These are in contrast to products which need to be heate
be applied.

Cold Patchtn roofing, a roof repair done withpgied material.

Cold Process Adhesividastic prepared with SBS modifiers to adhere laps, flashing andypiotdahapk:
roofing without fmbpping or torching equipment.

ColdMethod or Lap CemeBipecial multipurpose adhesive fslojosd, colapplied roof construction. Bonds 19"
selvedge, mineral surface and cap sheets to the underlayment. Cailides/a©ar?" selvedge lap of mineral
granuleor smoothurfaced roofing. Available in both summer and winter grades.

Collar:In roofing, a conical metal cap flashing used in conjunction with vent pipes or stacks usually located se
abovelte plane of the roof for the purpose of shedding water away from the base of the vent.

Collar Beanln carpentry, a tie that keeps the roof from spreading. They serve to stiffen the roof structure. Cor
similar rafters on opposite sides of roof.

CollarTie:A horizontal board attached perpendicular to rafters.



Columnin architecture: A perpendicular supporting member, circular or rectangular in section, usually consist
base, shaft, and capital. In engineering: A vertical structural coempbessidgnch supports loads acting in the
direction of its longitudinal axis.

Combination Doors or WindoWwsmbination doors or windows are used over regular openings. They provide w
insulation and summer protection and often have self stokiajlerglass and screen inserts. This eliminates the
need for handling a different unit each season.

Combustion AifThe duct work installed to bring fresh, outside air to the furnace and/or hot water heater. Normr
separate supplies of air are briougime high and one low.

Combustion Chambérrhe part of a boiler, furnace or woodstove where the burn occurs; normally lined with fire
molded or sprayed insulation.

Common RafteRafter that extends from the top plate to the ridge. Gehzralby se24 inches apart.

CompatibleTwo or more substances, which can be mixed or blended without separating, reacting, or affecting
material adversely.

ComponentA permanently installed or attached fixture, element or part of a system.
Compaite BoardAn insulation board which has two different insulation types laminated together in 2 or 3 laye

Compression Fittingdsed to join or connect pipes and conduit by causing a ring to compress against the conn
when tightening with enah.

Compression Gasket:gasket designed to function under compression.
Compression Sethe permanent deformation of a material after removal of the compressive stress.

Compression Valvé: type of valve that works by raising or lowering a steass@tierough the valve by turning
the faucet handle, which causes the stem to drop or rise.

Compression Wel member of a truss system which connects the bottom and top chords and which provides
support.

CompressorA mechanical device thatgumzes a gas in order to turn it into a liquid, thereby allowing heat to be
removed or added. A compressor is the main component of conventional heat pumps and air conditioners. In
conditioning system, the compressor normally sits outsidésage faas(to remove heat).

Concealed Nail Methdgpplication of roll roofing in which all nails are driven into the underlying course of roofir
covered by a cemented, overlapping course. Nails are not exposed to the weather.

Concrete BlockA hobbw concrete 'brick’ often 8"x8"x16" in size. Often used in low rise commercial and some re
construction. The original design and use is attributed to the architect Frank Lloyd Wright.

Concrete Boardi panel made out of concrete and fibergidlgsugsd as a tile backing material.

Concrete Board or Wonderboard (A\danel made out of concrete and fiberglass usually used as a tile backing
material.

Concrete GrouA mixture of 3f&ch pea gravel, sand, cement and water which is poudisnid toacrdiock
walls to reinforce them.



Concrete PlairConcrete either without reinforcement, or reinforced only for shrinkage or temperature changes

Condensate Lindhe copper pipe that runs from the outside air conditioning condenderftortaee ( where the
A/C coll is located).

Condensatioriater condensing on walls, ceiling and pipes. Normal in areas of high humidity, usually controll
ventilation or a dehumidifier.

Condensing UniT.he outdoor component of a cooling $iystelmdes a compressor and condensing coil designed
give off heat.

ConditionThe visible and conspicuous state of being of an object.

Conditions, Convenants, and Restrictions (CC and@iiiRs3tandards that define how a property may be used and
protections the developer makes for the benefit of all owners in a subdivision.

ConductionThe flow of heat from one part of a substance to another part. A piece of iron with one end placed
soon become warm from end to end due to thetiaestdy the actual collision of the air molecules.

ConductivityThe rate at which heat is transmitted through a material.

Conductorin roofing, a pipe for conveying rainwater from the roof gutter to a drain, or from a roof drain to the
also called a leader, downspout, or downpipe. In electrical contracting, a wire through which a current of elec
better known as an electric wire.

Conductor (ElectricaBnything that conducts or carries electricity.
ConduitA hollow pipesiag through which electric lines run.
Conduit (Electricall:ubing used to protect wiring.

Console Lavatory tabldike lavatory in which the basin is attached to a wall at the back and by table or piano |
front.

Construction Adhesiv&hickoodied adhesive, suited to a wide range of repair and construction tasks. Package
convenient cartridges for caulking guns.

Construction Contrach legal document which specifies the details of a construction project. A good constructi
contract wilidlude: 1.The contractors registration number. 2.A statement of work quality such as 'Standard Pr:
Trades' or 'according to Manufacturers Specifications.' 3.A set of blue prints or plans. 4.A set of specification:s
allowances. 6.A constion timetable including starting and completion dates. 7.A fixed price for the work, or a t
materials formula. 8.A payment schedule. 9.A written warrantee. 10.A clause which outlines how any dispute
resolved.

Construction Drywalk typeof construction in which the interior wall finish is applied in a dry condition, generally
form of sheet materials or wood paneling as contrasted to plaster.

Construction LoarA loan provided by a lending institution specifically to censiat# arbuilding.

Construction, Fram@: type of construction in which the structural parts are wood or depend upon a wood fram
support. In codes, if masonry veneer is applied to the exterior walls, the classification of this typsualyonstruct
unchanged.



Continuing Educatio@ngoing education, often a requirement for membership in a home inspection associatio
example, NACHI's Continuing Education Policy.

Continuity TesteAn electrical tool used to identify and diagnoseaa eiticar open or closed.

ContractorAn individual licensed to perform certain types of construction activities. In most states, the genera
contractor's license and some specialty contractor's licenses don't require of compliance wittsbonding, workn
compensation and similar regulations. Some of the specialty contractor licenses involve extensive training, te
insurance requirements. There are various types of contractors: Generasponsiadtdior the execution,
supervision droverall coordination of a project and may also perform some of the individual construction tasks
general contractors are not licensed to perform all specialty trades and must hire specialty contractors for suc
electrical, plumbing. Bdeling Contractar general contractor who specializes in remodeling work. Specialty Cor
-licensed to perform a specialty task e.g. electrical, side sewer, asbestos abatementaSidgn@@htwactor
specialty contractor who works foeageheral contractor.

Control JointA control joint controls or accommodates movement in the surface component of a roof.

ConvectionA method of transferring heat by the actual movement of heated molecules, usually by a freestanc
such as a fuape.

Conventional Loa# mortgage loan not insured by a government agency (such as FHA or VA).
ConvertibilityThe ability to change a loan from an adjustable rate schedule to a fixed rate schedule.

Cooling LoadThe amount of cooling required to keiglirgkat a specified temperature during the summer, usuall
78° Fahrenheit, regardless of outside temperature.

Cooling ToweW large device mounted on roofs, consisting of many baffles over which water is pumped in ord
its temperature.

Coped Removing the top and bottom flange of the end(s) dieamefBhis is done to permit it to fit within, and
bolted to, the web of anotheain in a "T" arrangement.

Coped JointCutting and fitting woodwork to an irregular surface.
Coping:A constiction unit placed at the top of the parapet wall to serve as a cover for the wall.
Coping JointThe intersection of a roof slope and an exterior vertical wall.

Copper Pipe Typesype K has the heaviest or thickest wall and is generally used.unhbesgaogneen stripe.

Type L has a medium wall thickness and is most commonly used for water service and for general interior we
has a blue stripe. Type M has a thin wall and many codes permit its use in general waterlphmasginstallation.
stripe.

CorbelThe triangular, decorative and supporting member that holds a mantel or horizontal shelf.
Corbel OutTo build out one or more courses of brick or stone from the face of a wall to form a support for timt
Core:A small seota cut from any material to show internal compaosition.

Corner BeadA strip of formed sheet metal, sometimes combined with a strip of metal lath, placed on corners |
plastering to reinforce them. Also, a strip of wood fipishrtdnseeind or ayular placed over a plastered corner for
protection.



Corner BoardgJsed as trim for the external corners of a house or other frame structure against which the end
siding are finished.

Corner BracedDiagonal braces at the corners of frameestoustiffen and strengthen the wall.

CorneriteMetaimesh lath cut into strips and bent to a right angle. Used in interior corners of walls and ceilings
prevent cracks in plastering.

CorniceA horizontal projecting course on the exagbiaitdihg, usually at the base of the parapet. In residential
construction, the overhang of a pitched roof at the cave line, usually consisting of a facie board, a sioHit for a «
and appropriate moldings.

Cornice Returrithe portion of tharmice that returns on the gable end of a house.

CorrosionThe deterioration of metal by chemical or electrochemical reaction resulting from exposure to weatt
moisture, chemicals or other agents or media.

CorrugatedFolded or shaped into paratgds or furrows so as to form a symmetrically wavy surface.
Cost Breakdowrs breakdown of all the anticipated costs on a construction or renovation project.
Cost Plus Contracgee Time and Materials Contract.

Counter Flashind:he formed metal secuveadwall, curb, or roof top unit to cover and protect the upper edge of &
flashing and its associated fasteners. This type of flashing is usually used in residential construction on chimr
roofline to cover shingle flashing and to presterd prary.

CounterfortA foundation wall section that strengthens (and is generally perpendicular to) a long section of fot

Couplingin plumbing, a short collar with only inside threads at each end, for receiving the end$airevio pipes v
be fitted and joined together. A right/left coupling is one used to join 2 gas pipes in limited space.

CourseaA single layer of brick or stone or other building material.
Cove Moldingd molding with a concave face used as trim or to ifbnisbrimgtes.

CovenantsRules usually developed by a builder or developer regarding the physical appearance of buildings
particular geographic area. Typical covenants address building height, appropriate fencing and landscaping,
exter material (stucco, brick, stone, siding, etc) that may be used.

CoverageAmount of weather protection provided by the roofing material. Depends on number of layers of ma
between the exposed surface of the roofing and the deck; i.e. singleutdeaagerage, etc.

CPVCPlastic water piping.
CPVC (Chlorinated Polyvinyl Chlorideid plastic pipe used in water supply systems where code permits.

Crater®Pit in the surface of concrete resulting from cracking of the mortar due tcesxpsssiiatdarwith a particle
of unsound aggregate or a contaminating material, such as wood or glass.

Crawl SpaceéA shallow open area between the floor of a building and the ground, normally enclosed by the fol
wall.



CrawlspaceThe area withmetconfines of the foundation and between the ground and the underside of the lows
structural component.

CrazingA series of hairline cracks in the surface of weathered materials,-hieiagpearabce. Also, hairline
cracks in pifenishednetals caused by bending or forming (see Brake Metal).

Credit RatingA report ordered by a lender from a credit agency to determine a borrower's credit habits.

Cricket:A peaked saddle construction at the back of a chimney to prevent accumatatiare @rehtmdeflect
water around the chimney.

Cripple StudShort stud used as support in wall openings that replaces a normal 93 inch or 96 inch stud.

Cripple Walldn a wooffame house, the section of wall under the house between the catioresatbilnedfloor
joists. Also called crawl space walls.

Crock:Used in the ground to hold water for pumping sump pumps.
Cross TeeShort metal "T" beam used in suspended ceiling systems to bridge the spaces between the main b

CrossBridging:Diagoal bracing between adjacent floor joists, placed near the center of the joist span to preve
from twisting.

CrosscuttingCutting across the wood grain; to crosscut a board is to cut across its width.
Crown MoldingA molding used on cornice aewdrean interior angle is to be covered.

Culvert:Round, corrugated drain pipe (normally 15" or 18" in diameter) that is installed beneath a driveway pa
near the street.

CupolaA small dome at the peak of a pitched roof.
CuppingA type of avping that causes boards to curl up at their edges.
Curb:A short wall or masonry built above the level of the roof that provides a means of flashing the deck equi

Curb RoofA roof with an upper and lower set of rafters on each sidegtheingdess inclined to the horizon than
the upper; a mansard roof.

Curing:In concrete application, the process in which mortar and concrete harden. The length of time is depen
type of cement, mix proportion, required strength, sizedarttesbhaperete section, weather and future exposure
conditions. The period may be 3 weeks or longer for lean concrete mixtures used in structures such as dams
only a few days for richer mixes. Favorable curing temperatures rangel&gradsORahif@nheit. Design strength is
achieved in 28 days.

Curing (Paint)fhe process of paint bonding to a surface. Curing and drying are not the same.

Curing AgentOne part of a mphliirt sealant which, when added to the base, will cause thahgsdtsqphysical
state by chemical reaction between the two parts.

Curtain DrainA ditch sometimes filled with gravel and a drain tile which diverts storm and drain water away frc
structure.



Curtain WallA thin wall, supported by the struaetadrstoncrete frame of the building independent of the wall be
Also a metal (most often aluminum) framing system on the face of a building containing vision glass panels a
panels made of glass, aluminum, or other material.

Cut OffA piec®f roofing membrane consisting of one or more narrow plies of felt usually mopped in hot to se:
of insulation at the end of a day's work.

Cutin BraceNominal-ihchthick members, usually 2x4s, cut in between each stud diagonally.
Cutbackinroofing, basic asphalt or tar which has been "cut back” with solvents and oils so that the material b

Cutoff Valvesvalves used to shut water off, generally located under sinks or behind bathtub and shower acce
They cut off hot amddold water at the source without cutting all water off throughout the house.

D

Dado:A rectangular groove across the width of a board or plank. In interior decoration, a special type of wall t
DamperAn air valve that regulates the flow of air inside the flue of a furnace or fireplace.

DampproofingA process used on concrete, masonry or stone surfaces to repel water, the main purpose of wr
prevent the coated surface from absorbing rain water while still permitting moisture vapor to escape from the
(Moisture vapor dédg penetrates coatings of this type.) "Dampproofing” generally applies to surfaces above grz
"waterproofing" generally applies to surfaces below grade.

Darby:A flat tool used to smooth concrete flatwork immediately after screeding. See Bullfloating.

DeHumidistatA control mechanism used to operate a mechanical ventilation system based upon the relative
the home.

Dead LoadTlhe constant, desweight (of the roof) and any permanent fixtures attached above or below.
DecayDisintegratiaf wood or other substance through the action of fungi.
Deck:An elevated platform. "Deck" is also commonly used to refer-gyabacboues in mielel parking garage.

Deck PaintAn enamel with a high degree of resistance to mechansigheddodase on such surfaces as porch
floors.

DecorativeOrnamental; not required for the operation of essential systems and components of a home.
DeflectTo bend or deform under weight.

DeflectionThe amount of bending movement of any parttafa stember perpendicular to the axis of the membe
under an applied load.

DensityThe mass of substance in a unit volume. When expressed in the metric system, it is numerically eque
specific gravity of the same substance.



DescribeReport in Wing on a system or component by its type or other observed characteristics to distinguish
other components used for the same purpose.

Design Pressur&pecified pressure a product is designed to withstand.

DesignerOne who designs houses,ardetandscaping or other objects. When used it the context of residential
construction it usually suggests that a designer is not a licensed architect. Most jurisdictions don't edquire an .
license for most single family construction.

Determie: To arrive at an opinion or conclusion pursuant to examination.
Dew PointTemperature at which vapor condenses from the atmosphere and forms water.

Dimension LumbeY:ard lumber from 2 inches to, but not including, 5 inches thick and 2 or deotachates wi
joists, rafters, studs, plank, and small timbers.

Direct Gain SysterRassive solar heating system in which sunlight penetrates and warms the house interior dil
Direct NailingTo nail perpendicular to the initial surface or toah@fudhetpieces joined. Also termed Face Nailing

DismantleTo open, take apart or remove any component, device or piece that would not typically be opened,
or removed by an ordinary occupant.

DisposerA device that grinds food suffi¢t@etiyer drains for disposal without clogging them.

Distortion:Alteration of viewed images caused by variations in glass flatness or in homogeneous portions with
An inherent characteristic ofttezaied glass.

DiverterValves which havsiiagle inlet and direct water to one of two outlets. Diverters are used with handshow
shower risers, tub & shower combinations, and kitchen faucet sprayers.

Diverter ValveA device that changes the direction of water flow from one faucet to another.
Dolly Varden Sidingeveled wood siding which is rabbeted on the bottom edge.

Doorjamb (Interiorhe surrounding case into which and out of which a door closes and opens. It consists of t
pieces, called side jambs, and a horizontal head jamb.

DormerA converted attic with windows projecting through a sloping roof.

Double Coverag@pplication of asphalt roofing so that the lapped portion is at least 2 inches wider than the ex
portion, resulting in two layers of roofing materialenler the d

Double Hung Windo#:window with sashes that slide vertically and allow opening from the top and bottom.
Double PlataiVhen two layers of 2x4s are placed on top of studs in framing a wall.

Double Strengthn float glass, approximately 1/8" (Jokn.) t

Double TredRefers usually to a precast roof deck panel poured with two fins in its underside to impart flexural

DoubleGlazingin general, any use of two lights of glass, separated by an air space within an opening to imprec
insulatioagainst heat transfer and/or sound transmission. In insulating glass units, the air between the glass <
thoroughly dried and the space is sealed, eliminating possible condensation and providing superior insulating



DownspoutThe pipe &t carries water down from the gutter or scupper. Also called a leader.

Draw:The amount of progress billings on a contract that is currently available to a contractor under a contract
payment schedule.

Drawing Detaih top view drawing btidding or roof showing the roof perimeter and indicating the projections ar
mounted equipment, drawn to scale.

Drawing Outlin€A top view drawing of a building or roof showing only the perimeter drawn to scale.

Dressed and Matched (Tongued & @ajoBoards or planks machined in such a manner that there is a groove c
edge and a corresponding tongue on the other.

Dressed Size Lumbéihe dimension of lumber after shrinking from green dimension and after machining to siz
pattern.

Drier Paih Usually efloluble soaps of such metals as lead manganese or cobalt which, in small proportions, h:
oxidation and hardening (drying) of the drying oils in paints.

Drip:(a) A member of a cornice or other horizontal exterior finish eswag® diedtion beyond the other parts for
throwing off water. (b) A groove in the underside of a sill or drip cap to cause water to drop off on thef outer ec
drawing back and running down the face of the building.

Drip CapA molding placedtba exterior top side of a door or window frame to cause water to drip beyond the o
the frame.

Drip EdgeA device designed to prevent water from running back or under an overhang.
DrippageBitumen material that drips through roof deck ¢m@tshe edge of a roof deck.

Drop SidingUsually % inch thick and 6 and 8 inches wide witandggoeeed or shiplap edges. Often used as
siding without sheathing in secondary buildings.

Dropping a Stringeln carpentry, "dropping"” a stringes tefcutting short on the bottom of a stairs to allow for
thickness of the first tread.

Dry GlazingAlso called compression glazing, a term used to describe various means of sealing monolithic anc
glass in the supporting framing systegmthi¢his rubber and other elastomeric gasket materials.

Dry RotSee Fungal Wood Rot.

Dry SealAccomplishment of weather seal between glass and sash by use of strips or gaskets of Neoprene, E
silicone or other flexible material. A dry seal megmplebely watertight.

Dry SheetA ply mechanically attached to wood or gypsum decks to prevent asphalt or pitch from penetrating
leaking into the building below.

DryIn: To make a building waterproof.
DrywallA gypsum board material usebits or ceilings.

Drywall Constructior type of construction in which the interior wall finish is applied in a dry condition, general
form of sheet materials or wood paneling as contrasted to plaster.



Drywall HammeA special hammer useddding up gypsum board. Also known as an ax or hatchet. Edges shou
smooth and the corners rounded off. The head has a convex round & checkered head.

Drywall NailNails used for hanging regular drywall that is to be taped and finisheddatde guage Heolding
power and a head design that does not cut the face paper. They must also be of the proper depth to provide
penetration into the framing member. Nails commonly used aretchedécadlyare designed with a cupped head.

Duct:A cylindrical or rectangular "tube" used to move air either from exhaust or intake, and for distributing wa
the heating plant to rooms, or air from a conditioning device or as cold air returns. The installationtis referred
woK."

DuctworkA system of distribution channels used to transmit heated or cooled air from a central system (HVA
throughout a home.

DueOnSale:A clause in a mortgage contract requiring the borrower to pay the entire outstanding balance upc
transfer of the property.

DumbwaiterAn elevator with a maximum footage of not more than 9 sq. ft. floor area; not more than 4" headrc
maximum capacity of 500 Ibs. used for carrying materials only.

Dura Board, Dura Rog&kpanel made out of conenedefiberglass usually used as a ceramic tile backing material.
Commonly used on bathtub decks. Sometimes called Wonder Board.

DurometerA gauge to measure the hardness of an elastomeric material.
DWYV (Drainage, Waste & Véaig: pipes in a plumbingesyshat remove waste water.

E

E&O Insurancé&rrors and Omissions Insurance.
Earnest Money sum paid to the seller to show that a potential purchaser is serious about buying.

Earthquake Strapx metal strap used to secure gas hot water heaters to the framing or foundation of a house.
intendd to reduce the chances of having the water heater fall over in an earthquake and causing a gas leak.

EasementA formal contract which allows a party to use another party's property for a specific purpose, e.g. a
easement might allow one patty togewer line through a neighbor's property.

EaveThe part of the roof which extends beyond the side wall.
Eaves Flashingidditional layer of roofing material applied at the eaves to help prevent damage from water ba
Edge Clearancélominal spagietween the edge of the glass product and the bottom of the glazing pocket (ch

Edge Grain (Verticabdgegrain lumber has been sawed parallel to the pith of the log and approximately at righ
to the growth rings; i.e., the rings fonglawm@45° or more with the surface of the piece.

Edge MetalA term relating to brake or extruded metal around the perimeter of a roof.






